OVERVIEW

The following overview (Fig. 2.9) summarises the four major problems faced by the republic that led to its downfall:

THE DEPRESSION

1 A.J.P. Taylor claimed 'the
depression put the wind into
Hitler's sails’.

2 Germany rapidly and severely
affected by the depression
because:

i outstanding loans from
"Young Plan -
ii lack of savings and
investment
iii poor economic planning
iv reliance on short-term loans
to finance public works.

‘ECONOMIC PROBLEMS
'3 Unémployment reached

6 million by 1932.

4 Briining's attempt to cut
agricultural subsidies led to
withdrawal of aristocratic and
army support and fall of Briining.

5 Deflationary policies led to
unemployment benefit cuts.

6 Economic problems led to
polarisation of voters. Provincial
Protestant middle class voted.
Nazi.

7 Depression linked to the rapid
rise in Nazi support.

ROLE OF HITLER AND THE NAZIS

1 Nazi Parly grew rapidly after
1929. ’

2 Membership sought radical
solutions.

3 Gained some support of army
and industrialists with
expansionist foreign policy
programme.

4 Gained support of bourgeoisie
with promise of ‘strong’

5 Petit bourgeoisie supported an
expected return to conservative
pre-industrial society.

6 Workers supported the socialist

- elements in the programme.

7 Ali groups supported romantic
appeal of one Volk, and total
revision of the Versailles Treaty.

8 Reichstag seats: 1930 — 107;
July 1932 — 230.

PUBLIC HOSTILITY TOWEIMAR
1 Defeat in the war and the Treaty
of Versailles became inextricably.
linked to the republic.
Many blamed the republic for -
problems of defeat and modern
industrial society.
Intellectual opposition to
democracy and preference for
‘strong’ government epitomised
by author Thomas Mann's
distaste for political activity.
Government shown to be
inefficient or weak in dealing
with attacks from left-wing and
right-wing groups 1918-20.
Occupation of the Ruhr and
hyperinflation of 1923 reduced
sectors of middle class to
poverty and lost their trust and
support. Therefore the class
most likely to support Weimar
came to oppose it.

OPPOSITION OF
CONSERVATIVE ELITES

1 Early instability led to:
i reliance on army to suppress .
left-wing attacks
ii economic difficulties created
by war and defeat made
major reforms very difficult.
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SOCIAL OPPOSITION

Therefore the government
did not reduce power of
conservative elites.

2 Industries were not nationalised;
economic power remained in
hands of industriafists. These
people opposed concessions to
workers and policy of fulfilment
as these reduced profits.

3 Army supported government
against left- but not right-wing
attacks; army officer schools
remained open. Army opposed
military clauses of Versailles
Treaty.

4 Judiciary not replaced; remained
hostile to republic.

ROLE OF THE ARMY

1 Army officers saw army as only
institution capable of protecting
Germany's real interests.

2 Army never gave full support to
republic. )

3 Senior officers, particularly
Schieicher, influenced president
in choice of chanceltors from
1930.

4 Army activity important in the fail
of Britning and Papen, and offer
of chancellorship to Hitler in
January 1933

govemment.
THE
COLLAPSE OF
DEMOCRATIC
FORCES - POLITICAL WEAKNESSES
CONSTITUTIONAL .
WEAKNESSES system imminent.

1 Proportional representation led
to:
i growth of many small parties
il difficulty of forming stable
coalitions.
2 Power of party caucus led to:
i reduced power of ministers
it ministerial negotiations
therefore more difficult
ili therefore increased
instability.
3 Role of president:
i powerful position vis-a-vis
parliament
Wi use of Article 48 to govern by
decree
a reduced parliamentary
government
b accustomed people to
‘strong’ government.

WEAKNESSES OF ‘WEIMAR
COALITION’ PARTIES

1 SPD out of government June
1920-May 1928.
2 Miiller lost government in 1930.
3 SPD supported minority, non-

elected Centre Party government

under Briining; SPD believed
collapse of capitalist democratic

4 Policy of ‘toleration’ weakened
democracy.

5 Sectional or class character of
parties led to:

I appeal of any one party
limited, therefore government
by a single party impossible
parties did not provide united
front in face of critical
problems; problems were left
to ministers
chancellors were weak as
they were forced to accept
coricessions to hold
governments together

iv Reichstag only gave
lukewarm support to
governments

v gulf between ministers and
Reichstag widened,
therefore:

a power Of president
increased

b successes attributed to
‘experts’ not to the
Reichstag or ministers.

6 Relationships between
president, parties and ministers
did not strengthen parliamentary
institutions nor gain high regard
of the public.
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